90    CONSTITUTION OF EASTERN CHURCHES

The Greek chronicler asserts that the governor was bribed,
while the ordination was most irregularly and informally
conducted by a Capuchin father. The tale of the same
writer regarding the manner of the consecration of Sera-
phim as bishop, which took place at some time previous,
appears on the face of it to be widely improbable, even
for those feudal times, though the cautious Dr. Wortabet
credits it "with a considerable appearance of historical
veracity/'1 According to this legend, the priest Seraphim
engaged the powerful interest of the Emir Heidar Shehaab,
a Mohammedan chieftain of the Lebanon, who coerced
three bishops of Catholic proclivities to take Seraphim off
for consecration. The party was driven by storm into a
cave, where all were plied with wine by the emir's servants,
who threatened to kill the bishops unless they carried out
the chief's orders then and there. Whereupon the prelates,
terrified and half intoxicated, proceeded to consecrate Tanas,
addressing him at the same time with the extra-canonical
words: "O thou excommunicate! Abhorred of God, and
full of evil I"

Such a story, whatever its basis, serves to indicate the
fierce and bitter nature of the controversy between the
Orthodox and Catholic parties in the See of Antioch. Dis-
credit is thrown on the consecration of other Greek Catholic
(bishops by further tales of the Greek chronicler, who would
thus seek to disprove the validity of the rival priesthood in
general. The straggle for the throne of Antioch between
Cyril VI and Sylvestre followed many of the methods of the
previous contest between Cyril V and Athanasius, but dif-
fered from it in that the contestants now unequivocally
represented the two rival parties. It would be idle to follow
the details of the struggle. The outcome was the recogni-
tion of Sylvestre by the Porte in 1728, and the consequent
exile of Cyril from Damascus, where he had held the throne
for over three years, Sylvestre signalized his triumph, by
a violent persecution of the Catholics, which led to his own
expulsion from the see. This was only temporary, and in
1731 he seems to have been secure on the throne. His ar-
1 "Religion in the East," foot-note on pp. 82-83.